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Deer Tolerant Plants

Few plants are completely deer proof. Young deer may try anything and their tastes change 
according to the season and availability of food. These plants are less likely to be bothered, due to 
tough, fuzzy, or bad-tasting foliage or bark. Young trees may need to be fenced in the fall when 
deer rub their antlers on branches to remove the velvet. 

          FULL SUN - 6 hours of direct light, including the mid-day sun. 

          PART SUN - Full sun in mornings and late afternoon; shade at mid-day. 

          FULL SHADE - These plants will often burn in direct sunlight, and thrive in 6 or more hours of shade.

          DROUGHT TOLERANT- These plants will tolerate drought conditions once they are established. 

Acanthus mollis / Bear’s Breech

Achillea / Yarrow

Ageratum / Ageratum

Antirrhinum/ Snapdragon

Artemisia / Silver Sage, Wormwood

Aster / Aster

Astilbe / Astilbe

Begonia / Tuberous Begonia

Brachycome / Swan River Daisy

Browallia / Amethyst Flower

Brugmansi / Angel’s Trumpet

Brunnera / Brunnera

Campanula / Serbian Bellflower

Centaurea montana / Bachelor’s Buttons

Centranthus / Jupiter’s Beard

Cerastium / Snow-in-Summer

Columbine/ Columbine

Coreopsis / Tickseed

Crocosmia / Crocosmia

Crocus / Crocus

Cyclamen / Hardy Cyclamen

Dahlia / Dahlia

Dicentra / Bleeding Heart

Digitalis / Foxglove

Echinacea / Coneflower

Erigeron / Fleabane

Erodium / Cranesbill

Erysimum / Wallflower

Eschscholzia / California Poppy

Euphorbia / Spurge

Euryops / Golden Shrub Daisey

Felicia amelloides / Blue Marguerite

Ferns / Ferns

Galanthus / Snowdrops

Gaillardia / Blanketflower

Gaura / Gaura

Geranium / Hardy Geranium

Helenium / Sneezeweed

Helleborus / Hellebore

Helichrysum / Strawflower

   ANNUALS PERENNIALS & BULBS
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Akebia quinata / Chocolate Vine

Ajuga / Bugle Weed

Arctostaphylos / Kinnikinnik

Carex / Sedge

Clematis / Clematis

Ceanothus / Point Reyes Ceanothus

Cotoneaster dammeri / Cotoneaster

Cymbalaria muralis / Kenilworth Ivy

Festuca glauca / Blue Fescue

Galium odoratum / Sweet Woodruff

Gaultheria procumbens / Wintergreen

Gaultheria shallon / Salal

Hakonechloa macra / Japanese Forest Grass

Hypericum / St. John’s Wort

Lamium / Lamium

Liriope / Lily Turf

Lithodora / Lithodora

Lysimachia nummularia / Creeping Jenny

Maianthemum dilatatum / False Lily-of-the-Valley

Ophiopogon / Mondo Grass

Oxalis oregana / Redwood Sorrel

Pachysandra terminalis / Japanese Spurge

 GRASSES, GROUNDCOVERS & VINES

Hemerocallis / Daylily

Herbs (except basil) / Thyme, Sage, Rosemary

Hyssopus / Hyssop

Iberis / Candytuft

Impatiens / Impatiens

Iris / Iris

Kniphofia / Red Hot Poker

Lavatera / Lavatera

Limonium / Statice

Lupinus / Lupine

Mimulus / Monkeyflower

Monarda / Bee Balm

Myosotis / Forget-me-not

Narcissus / Daffolil

Nepeta / Catmint

Papaver / Poppy

Penstemon / Beard-Tongue

Peony / Peony

Phlox / Phlox

Rudbeckia hirta / Black-Eyed Susan

Salvia / Salvia

Santolina / Lavender Cotton

Saxifraga / Saxifrage

Scabiosa / Pincushion Flower

Senecio greyii / Dusty Miller

Sisyrinchium bellum / Blue-Eyed Grass

Stachys / Lambs’ Ears

Teucrium / Germander

Verbena / Verbena

Veronica / Speedwell

Viola odorata  / Sweet Violet

Zantesdeschia / Calla Lily

   ANNUALS, PERENNIALS & BULBS (continued)
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Abelia / Abelia

Amelanchier / Serviceberry

Arbutus unedo / Strawberry Tree

Aucuba japonica / Japanese Laurel

Bamboo / Bamboo

Berberis / Barberry

Buddleia / Butterfly Bush

Buxus / Boxwood

Callistermon / Bottlebrush

Calluna vulgaris / Scotch Heather

Camellia / Camellia

Ceanothus / California Lilac

Chaenomeles / Flowering Quince

Choisya ternata / Mexican Orange

Cinquefoil / Potentilla

Cistus / Rock Rose

Corylopsis / Winter Hazel

Cotoneaster / Cotoneaster

Daphne odora / Winter Daphne

Elaeagnus / Silverberry

Enkianthus / Enkianthus

Erica / Heath

Escallonia / Escallonia

Fatsia japonica / Japanese Aralia

Forsythia / Forsythia

Gaultheria shallon / Salal

Hamamelis / Witchhazel

Ilex / Holly

Juniperus / Juniper

Kalmia latifolia / Mountain Laurel

Kerria japonica / Japanese Kerria

Lavandula / Lavender

Leucothoe / Leucothoe

Loropetalum chinense / Chinese Fringe Flower

Mahonia / Oregon Grape

Nandina / Heavenly Bamboo

Phormium tenax / New Zealand Flax

Physocarpus opulifolius / Nine Bark

Pieris japonica / Lily-of-the-Valley Shrub

Pyracantha / Firethorn

Rhus / Sumac

Ribes / Flowering Currant

Sarcococca / Sweet Box

Sedum / Stonecrop

   SHRUBS

 GRASSES, GROUNDCOVERS & VINES continued

Parthenocissus henryana / Silvervein Creeper

Parthenocissus quinquefolia / Virginia Creeper

Parthenocissus tricuspidata / Boston Ivy

Pennisetum / Fountain Grass

Rubus calycinoides / Creeping Raspberry

Sedum / Stonecrop

Sempervivum / Hen and Chicks

Stipa / Feather Grass

Thymus / Thyme

Vinca / Periwinkle

Wisteria / Wisteria
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Abies / Fir

Acer circinatum / Vine Maple

Acer palmatum / Japanese Maple

Albizia / Mimosa Tree

Asimina triloba / Pawpas

Betula / Birch

Carpinus / Hornbeam

Cedrus / Cedar

Cephalotaxus spp. / Plum Yew

Cercidiphyllum / Katsura

Chamaecyparis / Alaska Cypress

Chamaecyparis obtusa / Hinoki Cypress

Chamaecyparis pisifera / Sawara cypress

Chamaerops / Mediterranean Fan Palm

Crataegus / Hawthorn

Cryptomeria japonica / Japanese White Cedar

Cunningharnia lanceolata / China Fir

Cupressus / Cypress

Eucalyptus / Eucalyptus

Fagus / Beech

Ficus / Fig (edible)

Fraxinus / Ash

Ginkgo / Ginkgo

Ilex / Holly

Laburnum /  Golden Chain Tree

Larix spp. / Larch

Magnolia / Magnolia

Mimosa / Mimosa

Myrica californica / Pacific Wax Myrtle

Picea / Spruce

Pinus / Pine

Podocarpus macrophyllus / Yew Pine

Quercus / Oak

Stewartia / Stewartia

Styrax Japonicus / Japanese Snowbell

Thuja occidentalis / Arborvitae

Thuja plicata / Western Red Cedar

Tsuga canadensis / Canadian Hemlock

Tsuga mertensiana / Mountain Hemlock

   TREES

   SHRUBS continued

Skimmia japonica / Skimmia

Symphoricarpos / Snowberry

Syringa / Lilac

Vaccinium ovatum / Evergreen Huckleberry

Viburnum davidii / Evergreen Viburnum

Viburnum tinus / Laurustinus

Weigela florida / Weigela


