
Good Morning!
WE ARE 

EXPECTING A FULL 
HOUSE TODAY 

Please bunch up!



KNOW BEFORE 

YOU GROW: VEGGIE 

GARDENING 101
with Jen in Greenhouse



HI! 
I’M BERT



THERE IS NO
SUCH THING 
AS A PERFECT 
GARDEN



Before you Begin:
1. Why do you want to start a garden?

2. What should you grow?

3. When should I start?

4. Where does your garden grow?

5. Who is doing the work?



WHY
do you want to 
start a garden?

1



You have an empty space 
& don’t know what to do with it 
(sounds like fun, so why not?)

For Seasonal Eating

Learning opportunity

For Food Storage



WHAT
should you grow 
in your garden?

2



What do you like to eat?



Please do not grow something 
just because it is listed as “easy” or 
a “great plant for beginners.”

If you don’t eat zucchini now, 
you will not eat zucchini later. 

Vegetables are not Pokémon, 
you do not have the grow them all.

What do you like to eat?



I am now a fava bean pusher

Nasturtiums and other edible 
flowers are fun additions and 
good for pollinators. 

Try the weird cucumber…
if you like cucumbers.

What do you want to try?



WHEN
should I start?
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Seed Starting 
vs. 

Direct Seeding 
vs. 

Starts

When should 
I start?



SEED 
STARTING
Starting seeds in a 
container to grow 
your own starts. 
Usually inside or in 
a protected space.

DIRECT 
SOWING
Planting seeds 
directly in the 
ground.

STARTS 
Buying plants 
grown by a 
nursery/grower, 
& planting them 
directly in the 
ground.



DIRECT 
SOWING
- Less planning

- Less time
- Less care
- No equipment

STARTS 
- Minimal planning 
- No pre-planting 
time

- Least care needs

- No equipment

SEED 
STARTING
- Lots of planning 
time, care, attention, 

- Special equipment 

- Space indoors



1. When is your last frost date?

2. What does it mean to 
protect plants from frost?

When do you plant?



When do you plant?



When do you plant?



4

WHERE
is this garden going?



CONTAINERS

Where does your garden grow?

FRONT YARD SOMEWHERE ELSE



How close is 
your garden to 
your home?

Proximity means 
you can check in 
more often.

Look into irrigation 
if you are not close.

Where is the 
water source?

Do you have 
a hose?

Watering cans will 
not be your friend.

What is your 
light availability?

8 hours minimum in 
summer.
Does not need to be 
continuous.

Where does your garden grow?



WHO
is steering this ship?
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EVERY 
GARDEN(ER) 
IS DIFFERENT



Who is doing the work?

Do you have vacations planned?

What is your “gardener profile?”



ERIKAS
Never met a 
spreadsheet 
you didn’t like.

You like making 

plans and sticking 

to them. You 

make lists and 

have multiple 

calendars with 

specific purposes.

JENS
A planner w/ 
moments of 
chaos.

You like making 

plans but also like 

throwing them 

out the window.

MARLAS
In it for the 
aesthetic… & 
the heirloom 
tomatoes.

Plans maybe 

aren’t your strong 

suit, but 

enthusiasm is!

BRENS
Running on 
vibes & 
caffeine.

Veggie gardening 

sounds like fun 

but if it doesn’t 

work out, you 

won’t be crushed.



ERIKAS
Never met a 
spreadsheet 
you didn’t like.

Manage 
expectations, even 
with plans things 
can go awry.

Look for garden 
planning software 
to keep everything 
in line.

Plan for 
abundance. 

JENS
A planner w/ 
moments of 
chaos.

Make a plan, but 
also get the 
strange vegetable 
you’ve never 
heard of.

Would not 
recommend more 
than 4 beds 
to start.

MARLAS
In it for the 
aesthetic… & 
the heirloom 
tomatoes.

Find veggies that 
you are and will be 
excited about. 

BRENS
Running on 
vibes & 
caffeine.

Start slow and be 
prepared to 
replace plants if 
needed.

Look into watering 
tools like oyas.

Have fun!



Soil (not dirt): 
Use raised bed mix for raised beds

Potting soil for pots

Mix compost into your soil if you are 
planting in ground



Fertilizer
Get one for vegetables
Dry fertilizer when you plant 
● In the hole for starts
● Mix into soil for seeds

Dry or liquid a couple times 
throughout the growing season
● For a month or month and a half





CHAOS 
ISN’T 
FAILURE



THE BEST THING 
FOR THE 
GARDEN…

IS THE GARDENER





MORE RESOURCES
● Books
● YouTubers
● Garden Clubs
● Local Nursery Staff
● Come to VEGGIES 102!



QUESTIONS?

SLIDE 
DECK

EMAIL 
ALERTS
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